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Welcome to the 
new decade!
Junior emergency medical science major Gilbert Vasquez (right) practices his punch against senior information systems major 
Joel W. Alaffa during Wednesday’s Student Involvement Fair. Both are members of the Mixed Martial Arts Club. The event was 
one of the many Welcome Week activities. 
Getting pumped
FRANCISCO ESPINOSA/COLLEGIAN
Student wallets will wear a little thinner, 
as UTB/TSC plans to increase designated 
tuition over the next two academic years, 
university offi cials say.
The current rate for designated tuition 
is $82.50 per semester credit hour, which 
translates into an estimated average of 
$1,209.26 for a student taking 15 credit 
hours. 
If the recommendations for designated 
tuition are approved, a student enrolled 
for 15 semester credit hours would pay an 
estimated total of $1,343.81 in designated 
tuition for Fall 2010 and $1,481.51 in Fall 
2011, according to university documents.
The plan to increase the medical services 
fee received the green light. Administrators 
want to increase the fee from the current 
$20 to $22 in Fall 2010 and $24.20 in Fall 
2011, according to university documents.
The medical services fee is charged 
per semester and would increase the total 
average cost of mandatory fees from 
$761.30 to an estimated $763.30 in Fall 
2010 and an estimated $765.50 in 2011.
Chet Lewis, associate vice president for 
Business Affairs for Financial Services, 
said students’ statement of charges will 
vary because of the different types of 
incidental fees, which are specifi c to a 
certain academic program or department. 
The recommendations for increases in 
designated tuition and fees have been made 
to UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García.
University offi cials have grappled 
with fee increases because of a tuition 
and fee cap that was passed during the 
81st session of the Texas Legislature. All 
public institutions of higher education 
Students to see increase in tuition
By Julianna Sosa
Staff Writer
• See ‘SGA,’ Page 12
The SGA drew criticism Thursday for setting aside half of its budget for 
scholarships.
David Polin, SGA vice president of administration, sponsored Resolution 
20, which would eliminate the SGA clerk position, and Resolution 21, 
which would allocate $15,000 for 20 scholarships valued at $500 and 20 
scholarships valued at $250. 
Both resolutions passed in 3-to-1 votes. 
During the “Adviser’s Corner” portion of the meeting, David Marquez 
expressed deep concern about the resolutions and the weaknesses they 
exposed. After researching other universities’ student governments, Marquez 
said the senate was not an accurate refl ection of the UTB/TSC student body, 
considering only four of the six senators were at the meeting.
“Unlike us, they actually have members in [the senate],” Marquez said. 
“So whatever comes out of that board is actually representative of that 
SGA approves 
scholarship plan
By Rene Cardona Jr.
Staff Writer
The Texas Southmost College District board of trustees has created a 
community advisory committee to review the University of Texas System 
and Texas Southmost College educational partnership agreement.
Chairman David Oliveira said the committee will be composed of 
UTB/TSC staff, students, the TSC board and community members.
“The board thought it would be a great idea to appoint a blue ribbon 
committee, just as we did back in 1991, to take a look at this agreement 
and to discuss all the different issues that are out there and to talk about 
how we can strengthen and better this agreement,” Oliveira said during 
Thursday’s meeting.
The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College 
signed an agreement in 1991 to combine the administrative, instructional 
and support services of the upper-level university and the community 
college. The operation of the partnership consolidates the administrative, 
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Retirement Preparation Planning
Bob Richardson CLU, ChFC
REGISTERED FINANCIAL CONSULTANT
(956) 542 - 1775
Investment Advisor Representative with and Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through 
Transamerica Financial Advisors, Inc (TFA) member FINRA, SIPC and a Registered Investment Advisor.
Non-securities products and services are not offered through TFA.
LD3916-08/09
An audience of about 70 people came 
together to pay tribute to the late Martin 
Luther King Jr. during Thursday’s “An 
Evening of Celebration” in the SET- B 
Lecture Hall.
“My generation … must never forget 
what happened to the people of color in 
the United States of America and why we 
honor Dr. Martin Luther King each year in 
January,” said keynote speaker Deborah 
Crawford Lozano, an assistant attorney 
general for the Texas Attorney General’s 
office.
Although she was the keynote speaker, 
Lozano did not come forward as an 
appointed official.
“I do have to give you a disclaimer … the 
information I am going to give you tonight 
is from my own research,” she said. “The 
speech or paper has not been approved by 
the office of the Attorney General.”
Before King formulated his ideas and 
nonviolent peaceful protest, the Jim Crow 
laws kept the nation segregated, Lozano 
explained. 
“After slavery ended … starting in the 
1880s up through the 1960s, Southern states 
passed laws to prevent people of color from 
improving their status or achieving racial 
equality,” she noted.
Lozano remembered living during the 
time of segregation in Tallahassee, Fla., 
and how the Jim Crow laws segregated 
people at the circus.
“If the circus couldn’t have separate 
days for the races, then you had to have 
separate windows to buy your tickets,” she 
said. “And the windows had to be at least 
25 feet apart.”
Mexican-Americans also felt the sting of 
segregation, Lozano explained.
One person told her their experience as a 
migrant worker in the ’60s traveling north.
“When they stopped for gas, they were 
never allowed to use the restrooms,” 
Lozano said. “These discrimination laws 
did not just apply to Black Americans, and 
Dr. King worked to make us all equal and 
those laws overturned for all of us.”
The audience was made up of students 
and Brownsville community members.
Sophomore biology major David Valdez 
said the lecture made him aware of “all the 
causes that were fought back then in order 
to ensure people’s rights and made sure 
people lived up to equality under God.”
“I really enjoy things like this because it 
brings you back down to culture and helps 
you appreciate what you have,” Valdez 
said. 
In addition to the keynote speaker, the 
audience also listened to gospel songs 
performed by junior psychology major 
Maxine Davis and the Incarnate Word 
Academy Girl Scouts.
Speaker: Don’t forget King’s cause
By Elizabeth A. Perez
Staff Writer 
The Incarnate Word Academy Girl Scouts perform a medley of gospel songs during Thursday’s “An Evening of 
Celebration” in the SET- B Lecture Hall.Texas Assistant Attorney General Deborah Crawford 
Lozano gives the keynote address during the 13th 
annual “An Evening of Celebration” in the SET-B 
Lecture Hall.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian Photos
Enrollment at UTB/TSC has gone up 
“significantly” from last spring, and despite 
the larger number of students registering, 
Scorpion Online did not encounter as many 
of the problems that had been experienced in 
the past, officials say.
As of Thursday 13,098 students were 
registered at UTB/TSC. Of these students, 
11,782 were non-Dual Enrollment, signifying 
an 11 percent increase in non-Dual students 
from Spring 2009, Barreda said. Overall, a 
2.62 percent increase was seen from Spring 
2009 enrollment, when 12,763 students 
registered. 
Registrar Albert Barreda said the rise in 
non-Dual students was more than expected, 
since, typically, enrollment in the spring 
semesters tends to be less than the preceding 
fall semester.
“That’s really where we’ve experienced 
the largest increase,” Barreda said. “We 
didn’t anticipate a substantial increase, but 
the enrollment numbers are higher than what 
we expected.”
Although more students registered, 
problems with Scorpion Online were 
fewer than expected last week because 
of precautions taken by Administrative 
Computing and Enterprise Resource 
Planning and the Registrar’s Office.
“They did a good job in preparing for heavy 
traffic,” Barreda said. “Also, there were a 
large percentage of students that registered 
in November and December; students 
prepared better and … we provided special 
orientation sessions for incoming freshmen, 
where part of the orientation included being 
able to register. That alleviated a lot of the 
heavy computer usage during this week.”
Gus Barreda, director of Administrative 
Computing and Enterprise Resource 
Planning, said the first few hours between 8 
and 11:30 a.m. on Jan. 19, the first adds/drops 
day, were “hot-crazy,” but it allowed for data 
collection, which was useful in determining 
the factors causing the lag.
Abel de la Garza, system manager for 
ERP, compiled and explained the test results. 
A suspected problem with licenses was 
confirmed.
Licenses are the informational devices that 
allow a student or faculty member to log on 
to Scorpion Online. A total of 720 licenses 
can be handled by the system. Since each 
person logging on to the system uses two 
licenses, only 360 people can be logged on, 
“concurrently doing things on the system: 
all hitting the enter key at the same time, 
which is not likely to occur very often,” Gus 
Barreda explained.
De la Garza explained that the high traffic 
on Scorpion Online also caused saturation 
of the school’s nine processors that run the 
student information system.
“The heaviest period that we would have 
experienced would have been the very first 
part of the day about four hours, and that 
is actually what the graph shows us,” De 
la Garza said. “Around 3 o’clock, it started 
to gradually come down. As we get more 
people on [Scorpion Online], more licenses 
are being used; we see more processing time 
being used.”
In order to come up with solutions to the 
problem, Barreda said that a system analysis 
will be conducted by Hewlett-Packard 
around Feb. 15.
“We still have to check memory 
utilization,” he said. “We have about 32 gigs 
[of memory], and that is probably adequate 
but is probably not good enough. I want to see 
it on paper, and I want to see the performance 
analysis for the CPUs again, [and] for the 
disk utilization, which is another factor.”
Once the results are received, two or 
three alternatives will be given to the 
administration to fix the problem. A short-
term plan will be offered, which will take 
less time to implement and cost less than the 
long-term plan, a potential replacement of 
the Web servers that would take six to nine 
months.
“We are trying to offer a short-term 
alternative, which would mean upgrading the 
current equipment rather than replacing the 
equipment, and the money is substantially 
less,” Barreda said. “However, at some point 
or another, we are going to have to replace 
the servers.”
For the equipment upgrade, processors 
and licenses would be added. If a problem 
with memory is revealed in the analysis by 
HP, then that would be added as well, he 
said.











get home you 
don’t have a 




“Well, I think it’s 






going to be 
so much trash 
around and 
stuff, but having to buy 
them will probably be hard to some 
people. They’re not that expensive, 




“It’s better for 
[the] environ-
ment. Save it, 
because it’s 
very dirty 




so, if we could 
help it, why not do 
it? And it’ll have a better outcome, I 
guess. Less trash is better for us. So 
it’s to our own advantage, too.”
Stephanie Vega
Senior biology major
“Well, I think it’s 
a very good 
idea because 
I’ve seen a 
lot of plastic 
bags. I guess 
people litter 
and I’ve 
seen them in 
the roads and I 
guess it bothers 
me. Now everything is basically 
going green. BISD is going green 
and everyone’s trying to help, so 
this is a very good way and people 
just usually throw away their bags 
and you don’t even know where 
those bags go; a lot of people don’t 




--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
--Photos by Michael Peña






L e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r
student oapbox
Letters must include the name, classification and phone number of 
the author or the letter cannot be published. Opinions expressed in The 
Collegian are those of writers and do not necessarily reflect the views 
of The Collegian or UTB/TSC administrators. The editor reserves 
the right to edit the letters. Letters for The Collegian can be sent to 
collegian@utb.edu.
    Letters to the editor policy
“The Collegian News Webcast” 
Clink! The handcuffs closed 
around my hands and I was 
escorted to the back of a police 
car outside of the university 
campus. Sitting in the back of that 
car gave me the chance to think 
about what had just happened. 
I was so embarrassed; nothing 
like this has ever happened to me 
before, and [in] my first semester, 
too! Wow, I really [messed] up.
Going to college for the first 
time is a fascinating experience, 
which I enjoyed a lot during the 
Fall 2008 semester. I was nervous 
about coming down to Texas and 
leaving behind my life in Virginia. 
Everything was going smoothly; I 
was attending class regularly and 
enjoying the unique attributes of 
our university. 
The weeks went by and I was 
earning good grades, but then I 
made the decision that could end 
up hindering me for the rest of 
my life. I decided to smoke some 
marijuana. After being arrested, 
I was sent to the county jail 
overnight. I am so glad I am not 
going back there! 
Currently, I am on probation 
and have decided there is no way 









In the Jan. 18 issue of The Collegian, figures in a chart showing the 
funding breakdown for construction of the Arts Center were obscured. 
The breakdown should have been as follows: TSC Funds, $3,545,000; 
HEAF, $485,000; interest earnings, $762,457; and money from the 
$68 million bond issue voters passed in 2004, $19,575,000.
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Primary Election
Jan. 1--First day to apply for ballot by mail
Feb. 1--Last day to register to vote
Feb. 16-26--Early voting 




Feb. 12--First day to apply for ballot by 
mail
March 15--Last day to register to vote
April 5-9--Early voting
April 6--Last day to apply for ballot by mail
Important Election Dates
Name: David A. Betancourt
Age: 57
Hometown: Brownsville
Education: Graduated from Brownsville 
High School; attended Texas Southmost 
College and received a bachelor’s degree 
in liberal arts from the University of Texas 
at Austin; certifi ed discipline offi cer; 
certifi ed county treasurer; certifi ed 
teacher
Family: Married; three children; two 
grandchildren
Occupation: Cameron County treasurer
Party affi liation: Democrat
Experience: Three years as county 
treasurer, businessman, teacher
What are your accomplishments as 
county treasurer? “One of the things … 
that I was able to do was the certifi cation of 
the county certifi ed investment offi cer. Not 
all treasurers have to do that, go through 
that process. We’ve gotten good rewards 
and have been very safe with funds; I mean 
really good interest in our funds. We will 
continue to maintain the offi ce in a manner 
that will maintain the security of our funds 
and we have [them] collateralized on all 
our accounts, meaning that government 
securities back up our principal, so that 
we can recoup that if anything happens. 
The treasurer’s offi ce … [is] part of a 
system of checks and balances, provided 
by the state constitution to oversee our 
county funds and we’re independent of 
other departments. We’re answerable to 
the people.”
What challenges face the county 
treasurer’s offi ce and how will you 
address them? “The challenge is to 
continue to improve technology and work 
within our budget and continue to have 
our funds secure. I think the challenge 
is to continue to maintain the safety and 
the security of all of our assets. [I will 
improve these issues] by making sure that 
all of our funds are collateralized and we 
have government securities to back them 
up, so we’ll continue that.”
How would you improve the offi ce? 
“I think we continue to improve every 
year in being more effi cient and we’ve 
expanded in the past few years. That 
offi ce has expanded and we’ve continued 
to maintain the fi nancial records of all 
the departments. And the county budgets 
have grown from, I think, in the past few 
years … $80 million to a hundred million 
and the employees and lenders continue to 
increase and yet we’ve still been able to 
keep up with the demands of the offi ce and 
provide a safe environment for funds.”
What are your goals if re-elected?
 “One of our goals is always to improve 
the effi ciency and work within our budgets 
and maintain the highest level of security 
for the county budget and continue to 
improve the yields on our investments.”
--Compiled by Cynthia Hernandez
Name: Charles Joseph “Tad” Hasse
Age: 51
Hometown: Brownsville 
Education: Bachelor’s degree in mathematics 
from UTB/TSC
Family: Divorced; two children
Occupation: Information technology 
technician for the Brownsville Municipal 
Court
Party affi liation: Democrat
Experience: No political experience; 
worked for 30 years in a number of high-tech 
industries
What are your accomplishments and how 
do you think they will prepare you for 
county treasurer? “I have been a Boy Scout 
leader for 12 years. I’m heavily involved in 
community service projects. Wherever one 
pops out, I’m there with a shovel, hammer, 
whatever it takes. … In fact, I want to close 
[the offi ce]. The qualifi cations for the job 
are being 18 years old, one year resident 
and no felony convictions. That’s it. The 
qualifi cations for the job are absolutely 
minimal. What qualifi es me to do the job better 
than anybody else? Sense of community. … I 
work for people. I’ve always done that.”
What challenges face the county treasurer’s 
offi ce and how will you address them? 
“The challenges that face it are just justifying 
its existence. I’ll blow the light, cover off; it 
isn’t justifi ed and I plan to get the position 
abolished, saving the taxpayers about a 
million dollars every four years. I can’t fi x 
everything, but this is one thing I can fi x. 
The fi rst step is electing someone as county 
treasurer when the people have spoken “we 
want the offi ce closed,” so they put somebody 
in offi ce who ran on that platform. That’s 
the very fi rst step. It’s happened nine times 
already. When the county gets to a certain 
size, the treasurer has no real visions left. It 
has to go, especially with … the economy the 
way it is, the population swelling in the Valley 
… the taxing went up. County government 
needs a slightly bigger piece of a bigger pie 
and needs to fi nd some way to tighten the 
belt and get confi dence back from the people. 
Typically, people have no confi dence. The 
whole point of government is to work for 
the people. I’d rather spend money where we 
need it spent.”
How would you improve the offi ce? 
“Close it--that’s it. It cannot be improved. 
It cannot be made into an offi ce to help the 
people. I would rather spend the money 
somewhere else we need it spent. If they’re 
going to spend that money anyway, fi x a 
few more roads here and there, hire a couple 
more police offi cers. Just fi gure out how 
much more they’re saving and turn it over to 
the county health clinic. That would make an 
enormous difference for the people because 
keeping that offi ce open does not do anything 
for the people.”
What are your goals if elected? 
“Exactly one, to terminate, abolish, eliminate, 
in a control manner, the existence of that 
offi ce. I planned it so nobody gets hurt, 
nobody gets fi red. There are a couple clerks 
that work in the offi ce. They do identical work 
that’s being done in the auditor’s offi ce. I’d 
work with the auditor to transfer the people 
over there and the county commission to 
transfer their salaries, so the auditor’s offi ce’s 
isn’t hurt. The auditor’s offi ce deal will be 
that they will be overstaffed by two people 
and they won’t be able to hire anybody new 
until they lose their third person. Since the 
auditor’s department is one of the largest 
departments in the county, turnover should 
be fairly quick. Within a year it’s all gone, 
just a memory.”
--Compiled by Cynthia Hernandez
Primary Elections: Cameron County treasurer’s race
Following are among the 
incidents reported by Campus 
Police between Dec. 7 and Jan. 
10.
At 3:15 p.m. Dec. 7, a student 
left her backpack with her Mac 
laptop computer unattended in 
the Science, Engineering and 
Technology Building’s computer 
lab. When she returned to the lab, 
the laptop was missing from her 
backpack. The loss was estimated 
at $1,500.
At 3:15 p.m. the same 
day, a student in the Science, 
Engineering and Technology 
Building’s computer lab got up 
to go to the printer. When she 
returned to her seat, her purse 
had been stolen. The loss was 
estimated at $256.
At 10:34 a.m. Dec. 8, a 
staff member fell outside the 
University Boulevard Classroom 
Building.
At 6:23 p.m. the same day, a 
water leak was reported in the 
Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial 
Library. The leak was coming 
from the second-floor men’s 
restroom and was flooding the 
surrounding area and running 
down the stairway to the first 
floor. The library was temporarily 
closed and students evacuated the 
building.
At 10:08 p.m. the same day, a 
student’s Nissan 300Z was struck 
while parked in Lot AG. The 
damage was estimated at $500.
At 1 p.m. Dec. 10, a staff 
member reported damage to his 
Nissan Titan that was caused by 
golf balls that had been hit from 
the Fort Brown Memorial Golf 
Course.
At 5 p.m. the same day, a 
Campus Police officer was 
dispatched to the Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology 
Center regarding a missing laptop 
computer. A faculty member said 
her university laptop computer 
may have been misplaced 
during the move from the Garza 
Gymnasium.
At 9 a.m. Dec. 14, a Campus 
Police officer issued an 
abandoned motor vehicle notice 
to a Chevrolet parked in Lot O. 
At 3 p.m. Dec. 18, a Campus 
Police officer was injured while 
performing an exercise during a 
job-related training. 
At 12:40 p.m. Dec. 19, a Safety 
and Security officer was nearly 
struck by a car after he tried to ask 
the driver to stop. The vehicle was 
registered to a faculty member.
At 9:05 a.m. Dec. 21, a 
Campus Police officer observed a 
man looking inside a vehicle. The 
man was taken in for questioning 
and issued a criminal trespass 
warning.
At 3:43 p.m. Jan. 6, an 
immigration card was found in 
the New Library. 
At 4:45 p.m. Jan. 8, a student 
reported having three of her Jeep 
Cherokee’s tires deflated. No 
major damage was caused to the 
tires.  
--Compiled by Cynthia 
Hernandez
On CampusPage 6 • January 25, 2010 The Collegian
The Collegian is the multime-
dia student newspaper serving the 
University of Texas at Browns-
ville and Texas Southmost Col-
lege. The newspaper is widely 
distributed on campus and is an 
award-winning member of the 
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S c h o l a r s h i p s
The Florence Terry Griswold 
Scholarship will award 
scholarships of $2,000 and 
2,500 to female students who are 
native citizens of one of the Pan 
American countries (other than 
the United States). Applicants 
must hold a graduate degree or 
equivalent. Preference will be 
given to those who will return to 
their original country to put their 
study and training to use after 
completion of a graduate degree. 
The deadline to apply is Friday. 
For more information, visit http://
www.partt.org/scholarship.
The Advice to Your High 
School Self Scholarship is 
available to U.S. citizens or legal 
residents who graduated or are 
enrolled in any two-year or four-
year college or university in the 
United States. Applicants must 
submit a 200-word answer to the 
essay question: “Assume you 
could go back in time and talk to 
yourself as a high school senior 
knowing what you know now 
about college life and making the 
transition, what advice would you 
give yourself? Applicants also 
must complete an online survey 
about their college experience. 
The deadline to apply is Sunday. 
For more information, visit www.
campusdiscovery.com/start.
The Irene S. Wischer 
Education Foundation 
scholarship awards up to $10,000 
to any legal resident of Texas 
for 12 consecutive months prior 
to the filing of the application. 
Applicants must have good 
character, academic potential, 
ability and need for financial 
assistance. Preference will be 
given to those who are Christian 
and attend church regularly. 
The deadline to apply is Feb. 
1. To download an application, 
visit www.frostbank.com/
WischerScholarship/.
The Family Scholarship 
Program is available to two 
migrant or immigrant members of 
the same family. Applicants must 
be 18 years or older and country 
of origin for at least one of the 
applicants must be outside of the 
United States. Scholarships will be 
made only to nonprofit accredited 
higher education institutions and 
nonprofit training/educational 
providers. The deadline to apply 
is Feb. 5. Additional application 
requirements are online at http://
foundation.westernunion.com/
ourProgramsScholarships.html.
The Thomas R. Pickering 
Graduate Foreign Affairs 
Fellowship scholarship is 
available to any U.S. citizen 
enrolled in a two-year, full-time 
master’s degree program (such 
as public policy, international 
affairs, public administration, or 
academic fields such as business, 
economics, political science, 
sociology or foreign languages) 
at a U.S. graduate institution. 
Applicants must have a grade-
point average of 3.2 on a 4.0 
scale and should be interested in 
becoming foreign service officers 
in the U.S. State Department, 
and also have participated in 
activities in the community that 
require leadership skills. The 
deadline to apply is Feb. 5. For 
more information, visit http://
woodrow.org/fellowships/index.
php.
The AFSCME/UNCF Union 
Scholars Program awards 
up to $5,000 to sophomore or 
junior students majoring in 
American studies, anthropology, 
economics, ethics studies, history, 
labor studies, political science, 
psychology, public policy, social 
work, sociology or women’s 
studies. Applicants must have 
a 2.5 grade-point average, be a 
college student of color, including 
African American, American 
Indian/Alaskan Native, Asian 
Pacific Islander American or 
Hispanic American and should 
demonstrate interest in working 
for social and economic justice. 
The deadline to apply is Feb. 28. 
For additional information and 
an application, go to http://www.
uncf.org/forstudents/scholarship.
asp.
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
Dual Enrollment Night
The Office of Dual Enrollment 
invites all high school students 
in grades nine through 12 and 
their parents to learn more about 
earning college credit while in 
high school on “Dual Enrollment 
Night,” which will take place in 
the Jacob Brown Auditorium 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday. For 
more information, call 882-4137.
Law School 
recruitment
A representative from the 
Wesleyan University School 
of Law will visit campus at 3 
p.m. Tuesday in the Gorgas Hall 
boardroom. For more information, 
call 882-8231.
Become voter registrar
Cameron County Elections 
Administrator Rogelio Ortiz 
will deputize those who wish to 
become deputy voter registrars at 
11 a.m. Wednesday in the Student 
Union’s Gran Salon; prospective 
registrars must be U.S. citizens. 
For more information, call the 
Office of Student Life at 882-
7035. 
Staff Senate meeting
The Staff Senate will meet at 
10 a.m. Thursday in the SET-B 
third-floor conference room. For 
more information, contact your 
Staff Senate representative.
History Tour
The Brownsville Historical 
Association’s Shades of 
Winter History Walking Tour 
is scheduled from 10 a.m. to 
noon Saturday in the Old City 
Cemetery, located at Jackson 
and Sixth streets in Brownsville. 
Admission is $10, which includes 
coffee and pastries. For more 
information, call 541-5560. 
Spring Break trip
Communication Professor 
William Strong is putting together 
an unofficial, non-school related 
Spring Break trip to Cancún, 
Mexico, for all communication 
majors. The trip includes airfare, 
hotel (Aquamarina) and round-
trip busfare to Monterrey for 
$519 per person. A $200 deposit 
is due by Friday. To register, 
contact Strong at drwfstrong@
gmail.com.
--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
Join The Collegian group 
on Facebook!
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Name: Sting Radio Club
Purpose: To promote interest in college radio in 
the University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College community; to increase the 
number of competent broadcast radio operators 
among UTB/TSC students; to enhance the value of 
the college radio service to the public, particularly 
with respect to providing students with pertinent 
news and musical programming; and to contribute 
to the goals of the traditional services provided to a 
university by its college radio.
President: Rigoberto Bocardo




Meetings: At 1:30 p.m. Fridays in Student Union 
1.16.
Requirements: Must be a UTB/TSC student with a 
grade-point average of 2.2 or higher.
Web site: www.utbstingradio.com
For more information: Call 882-5838 or send an 
e-mail to stingradio@utb.edu.
--Compiled by Elizabeth A. Perez 
If you would like your student organization featured in 
the Club Spotlight, call Collegian reporter Elizabeth A. 
Perez at 882-5143 or send an e-mail at collegian@utb.
edu.
Members of the Sting Radio Club include (front row, from left) President Rigoberto Bocardo, Secretary Michelle Serrano and Vice President Albert Orozco. 
Back row: Treasurer Craig Price, Carlos Solitaire III and Jorge Muñoz.
ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN
’Scopes
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 19): Today you 
will eat a sandwich. Make sure to take out the 
tomatoes. They’re not bad or anything--they 
just look suspicious.
Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20): You will 
fi nd an empty plastic bottle on the fl oor. 
This will outrage you and make you more 
environmentally aware. You will want to 
recycle all the paper you have and start a 
carpool with your friends. Just do not go too 
crazy. Everyone would appreciate it if you 
took a shower.
Aries (March 21-April 19): Today you 
will ha—wait! Do not turn around. You are 
totally getting checked out. You can do this, 
play it cool. Just turn around and smile. (See 
Libra.)
Taurus (April 20-May 20): Stop, drop 
and roll.
Gemini (May 21- June 21): This 
Wednesday, you should attend Join-a-Club 
Day. It’s the perfect opportunity to make 
friends and meet new people. No joke here, 
I’m just looking out for you.
Cancer (June 22-July 22): Jump. Run. 
Dance. Go outside and go crazy, but stay 
active. Being a couch potato is not a healthy 
lifestyle.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 23): OK, so maybe 
your fi rst week of classes did not go as 
planned. Your professors already have you 
doing tons of homework. Your car got a 
parking ticket because you haven’t gotten 
time to go get your permit. You already have 
quizzes and exams next week. But cheer up; 
it’s only for one semester--unless, of course, 
the same thing happens next semester. And 
the one after that one, and the one after that, 
and the …  
Virgo (Aug. 24-Sept. 22): This week, you 
might be feeling musically talented. This does 
not give you permission to do karaoke again. 
You know what happened last time. We do 
not need to traumatize more sheep.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23): Today a very 
creepy person will smile at you. Just nod and 
smile back. It’s so hard being beautiful. (See 
Pisces.)
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): Duck.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): This week 
is your chance to shine. So, wake up early, 
wash up, get dressed all fancy and go out into 
the world. Everyone will love you and will 
want to be around you. Be warned: Get those 
restraining orders ready.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): This week, 
you will feel like someone is watching you. 
Ignore it. It’s nothing. Oh, and that beeping 






55 Sam Perl Blvd.
(Off 12th St.)
TAKE 12TH STREET EXIT GOING WEST FROM EXPRESSWAY. 
GO ONE MILE. MOTEL IS ON RIGHT SIDE.
$49 
PER DAY
• Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds




• $500 per month double occupancy
• Flexible month-to-month agreement
• All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
• Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk










What is your favorite subject? “Music.”
What’s the word you use the most? 
“Hola.”
Who’s your hero? “Jackie Chan.”
If you could go anywhere around the 
world, where would it be? Why? “Hawaii, 
because it has the most beautiful view.”
Describe yourself in three words? “Happy, 
excited and friendly.”
What do you look for in the opposite sex? 
“Nice heart.”
Where do you see yourself in 10 years? 
“Beijing, China.”
Do you collect anything? What? “I collect 
artifacts from different countries.”
What is the fi rst thing you think about 







--Compiled by Cleiri Quezada
If you would like to be featured in Cupid’s Corner, 
call Cleiri Quezada at 882-5782 or send her an 
e-mail at collegian@utb.edu. 
Cornerupid’s
Clubspotlight
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The crowd buzzed with excitement as it took 
in the magnificence of the performance hall in 
the new Arts Center during Spring Convocation 
on Jan. 15. 
A black grand piano stood in the middle of 
the stage while UTB/TSC President Juliet V. 
García spoke behind a podium to one side and 
about 30 administrators sat on the opposite side. 
Almost all of the hall’s 800 seats were taken by 
the university’s personnel.
García introduced David Oliveira, chairman 
of the Texas Southmost College District 
board of trustees, who spoke briefly about 
how wonderful it was to be able to have 
the university’s faculty and staff attend the 
convocation together instead of separately as in 
years past, when there were two convocations 
because the campus could not accommodate 
both groups at the same time. He thanked 
everyone for doing a good job.
“Let’s have a great 2010,” Oliveira said.
García asked the audience for “forgiveness 
ahead of time” for not knowing exactly how to 
use everything in the new building yet. 
“We’re going to look like we know what 
we’re doing in this building, but maybe we 
don’t even look like we know what we’re 
doing, but we’re not sure where all the light 
switches are,” she said with a laugh.
García thanked and praised different people, 
including Alan Artibise, who became the new 
provost last October.
One of the main points García emphasized 
was that data has shown there has been 
slow improvement in students’ grades and 
course completion rate under the Satisfactory 
Academic Progress policy, or SAP, since it was 
implemented in Fall 2007.
Back then, a faculty committee noticed “a 
troublesome trend,” where about 20 percent of 
the students were not doing well academically, 
yet were allowed to enroll every semester. 
Indebtedness became a concern, especially 
because almost 60 percent of students were 
eligible for financial aid.
García said Pell Grants have failed to keep 
up with the financial cost of attending college; 
therefore, students on financial aid were getting 
loans to help them with the cost.
“We knew we had a portion of our students 
who were borrowing money, yet not making 
academic progress, therefore having nothing 
to show for their time here at the university,” 
she said.
All students must have at least a 2.0 GPA and 
a completion rate of 70 percent each semester 
to satisfy SAP standards.
García said that at the end of the first term 
under the new SAP guideline, more than 2,000 
students were placed on probation and since the 
policy was implemented “we have lost 3,795 
students to suspension.”
 “Those were students who came to our door 
seeking a college degree, sat in our classrooms 
and then after a couple of semesters went from 
probationary status to suspension,” she said. 
“Most of those have not returned. We must do 
better than that. Our students must do better 
than that.”
On a brighter note, the president praised 
the success of the UTB/TSC’s athletic teams 
and congratulated the coaches, trainers and all 
others who were involved.
All athletic teams won last fall’s conference 
championships.
“Our athletes have made us very proud,” 
Garcia said.
Although the chess team has attended the 
Pan American tournament only four times, it 
persevered and made it to the President’s Cup 
tournament for the second year in a row. UTB/
TSC will host the Final 4 competition in April.
The Center for Civic Engagement was 
established in 2001 in order to teach students to 
be more actively involved in their community.
“We want to teach them to analyze the needs 
of the community and determine how their own 
talents can improve their community’s quality 
of life,” García said. 
Increasing the number of voters is one of the 
many objectives of the center.
Because voting numbers are “embarrassingly 
low” in South Texas, García encouraged 
everyone to bring someone with them to vote 
on campus. The Center for Civic Engagement 
is hoping for a 100 percent voter turnout on 
campus for the November elections.
She urged the audience to get in shape by using 
the Recreation, Education and Kinesiology 
Center and walking instead of using golf carts. 
As an incentive, staff and faculty can work out 
at the REK Center for free on Fridays, but must 
show their ID cards.
García said the Arts Center was built as a 
place for students to “first learn, then practice 
and then perform.” The Arts Center includes a 
performance hall, rehearsal halls and teaching 
studios.
At the end of the meeting, three of 
the university’s pianists gave the first 
performance.
Fine Arts Teaching Assistant Jesus Guillermo 
Morales played Sonata in C minor, Op. 13, 
“Pathetique, Third Movement,” by Ludwig van 
Beethoven.
Fine Arts Assistant Professor Juan Pablo 
Andrade played Fantasie-Impromptu, Op. 66, 
by Frederic Chopin.
Fine Arts Professor Richard Urbis then 
performed Hungarian Rhapsody No. 11 in A 
Minor, S.244, by Franz Liszt.
After their performances, they received a 
standing ovation.
New Arts Center gets its first audience
By Jacqueline Vasquez
Staff Writer
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian Photos
About 800 faculty and staff members come together Jan. 15 for Convocation.
Fine Arts Professor Richard Urbis performs Hungarian Rhapsody No. 11 in A Minor, S.244, by Franz Liszt 
during the President’s Convocation on Jan. 15 in The Arts Center. 
Dont forget to register to 
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A crowd of fifth-grade students and 
their teachers cheered Jan. 16 in the SET-
B Lecture Hall as Jose Hernandez stood in 
front of the audience in his blue uniform. 
“I’m an astronaut and I just got back 
from space; I spent 14 days up in space in 
August and September,” said Hernandez, 
whose visit to campus was the highlight of 
UTB/TSC’s NASA Space Science Day.
About 760 students and members of the 
community attended his three presentations 
on Jan. 15 and 16, said Javier Garcia, 
director of the South Texas Engineering, 
Math and Science Program, which 
organized the event for the seventh year.
“Astronaut Hernandez is a great role 
model to all Latinos wishing to pursue 
careers in engineering and science,” Garcia 
said.
The astronaut started his presentation by 
recalling his humble origins: He would go 
to school Monday through Friday and on 
the weekends would help his parents, who 
were migrant farmworkers.
“My parents were from Michoacan, 
[Mexico,] and I was born in the United 
States, but that didn’t stop me from being 
un mexicano,” said Hernandez, who 
occasionally addressed the audience in 
Spanish.“I’m very proud of our heritage. 
It’s very important that we don’t forget 
our heritage, that we don’t forget Spanish. 
It’s great to have the ability to speak two 
languages.”
Shortly after, Hernandez, who is a flight 
engineer and a robotics expert, presented 
a video that showed some of the things he 
and fellow astronauts of the Space Shuttle 
Discovery did on their mission to the 
International Space Station.
“It only takes 8.5 minutes to get up into 
space,” said Hernandez. “We traveled 
around the Earth 217 times during 14 
days and every 25 minutes we would see a 
sunset or a sunrise.”
But in order to travel the 540 million 
miles in space, Hernandez had to overcome 
many obstacles. 
“Education is the key to a better life, and 
perseverance too,” he said. “It took me 12 
years to become an astronaut. I applied 
12 straight years. I kept applying and 
applying.”
The astronaut encouraged his young 
audience to pursue a college education 
rather than looking for a job after graduating 
from high school.
“Don’t go for the low hanging fruit if 
there’s plenty of fruit out there. Wait ’til 
you get your ladder,” he added. “Your 
ladder is your education.”
Hernandez told The Collegian that he 
hopes to get another opportunity in the near 
future to get assigned to another mission. 
Julio Paez, a fifth-grade student from 
Ortiz Elementary School in Brownsville, 
asked Hernandez about the creation of 
Jupiter’s red spot.
“I think it’s a cloud, it’s the atmosphere, 
it’s like a giant hurricane,” Hernandez 
replied. “Hopefully, one day you will go 
over there and find out and tell me about 
it.”
Jose Esparza, a teacher from 
Brownsville’s Raul Yzaguirre School for 
Success, brought 16 fifth-graders this year.
“Every year we register and bring 
our students to all the science activities 
organized on the UTB/TSC campus,” 
Esparza said.
The event also included visits to a NASA 
display room, two portable planetariums 
and more than 20 hands-on activities based 
on science related to the “Earth, Moon, 
Mars and Beyond,” which was this year’s 
theme. 
About 482 students from 21 schools in 
11 school districts in the Rio Grande Valley 
attended.
“We have been receiving positive 
responses by several schools,” Garcia said. 
“They are excited to join us next year.”
Astronaut to students: Aim for the stars
By Luciana Morales 
Staff Writer
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instructional and support services of the two 
institutions. Under the partnership, TSC 
retains all of its property and assets while the 
University of Texas at Brownsville leases 
needed facilities from the district, according 
to UTB/TSC’s Web site.
At the three committee meetings next 
month, about 32 members will share their 
views on the partnership. 
Some of the issues discussed will be who 
is responsible for building facilities for the 
campus.
“That document said only Texas 
Southmost College could construct 
buildings, and the state [built] numerous 
buildings, so, technically we are in violation 
by allowing the state,” Oliveira told The 
Collegian. “[The partnership agreement] 
was the first of its kind, and so we did the 
best we could, but almost 20 years have 
passed and it’s time to strengthen it and to 
look at new sources of funding, so that we 
can continue to grow and meet all the needs 
of the community.” 
Although a deadline to present the revised 
document has not been set, Oliveira believes 
the UT System will be committed to help 
change the agreement.
“We are certainly going to take our time in 
looking at this document,” he said. “Nobody 
is going to rush, [but] we all feel the sense of 
urgency to get this agreement strengthened 
and approved as quickly as we can.”
In other business, Eduardo Del Rio, 
interim director of Dual Enrollment, gave a 
program update to the board.
Dual Enrollment allows local high school 
students to enroll in college courses and 
receive simultaneous academic credit for 
the course from both the college and high 
school.
Del Rio said the program increased 
dramatically from Fall 2005 to Fall 2006. He 
believes the increase of students enrolled in 
the program was a result of more information 
being provided to the community. 
There was a steady rise in numbers until 
the period between Fall 2008 to Fall 2009, 
where close to 1,000 students withdrew 
from the program. In Fall 2008, there were 
6,195 Dual students, compared with 5,264 
in Fall 2009. 
Del Rio said a task force was appointed to 
identify the problem, and findings showed 
there was a lack of a centralized office 
for the program, limited student access to 
counselors, inconsistent faculty oversight 
and limited or unclear information on the 
program’s Web site. 
In July 2009, the program was given an 
established office on campus, additional 
staff was assigned and the Web site was 
updated and re-designed.
“The biggest obstacle and the biggest 
reason for the challenges, I thought, was that 
there was no clear communication between 
our partners at the high schools,” Del Rio 
said. “The first thing I did was to visit the 
high schools. I went to every high school 
that we served. I met with each principal, 
I met with the superintendents, I met with 
the counselors and just that alone, I can’t tell 
you how much that helped.”
Trustee Chester Gonzalez asked if the 
university’s Satisfactory Academic Progress 
policy applied to Dual Enrollment students.
Del Rio replied that the requirement will 
go into effect next fall semester.
In other business, the board authorized 
a motion to withdraw from a lawsuit 
brought against the TSC District and other 
landowners by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security regarding 6.09 acres 
of land near the Internatonal Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center.
The district is being represented by 
attorney Daniel L. Rentfro Jr.
“It does not involve the campus, not 
land owned by the university or the 
college,” Rentfro told the board. “For 
technical reasons, we ended up as a party 
of that lawsuit along with all of the other 
landowners around that area. There is no 
reason to stay in the lawsuit.”
The board also approved an interlocal 
agreement between the City of Brownsville 
and the university for improvements on 
May Street. 
Because the city is in the process of 
building a multimodal terminal, the project 
will need infrastructure improvements to 
be made along several streets, including 
May Street. UTB/TSC’s master plan for the 
area includes improvements to enhance the 
entrance from International Boulevard and 
May Street to the historic areas of campus. 
The project will enhance the street with 
pedestrian walkways connecting to the new 
multimodal facility, according to university 
documents. 
The city awarded the contract to 
SpawGlass Contractors of Harlingen, 
and the university will reimburse the city 
$246,035. 
Construction will begin in March and is 
expected to be completed in June.
The board approved a resolution to hold 
joint elections through the Cameron County 
Elections Administrator to conduct early 
and regular voting the same day as other 
public bodies in the district. Early voting in 
the TSC trustee elections will start April 26 
and end May 4. Regular voting will be held 
May 8. Positions 3, 4 and 5 of the board are 
up for election.
The board voted to conduct the drawing 
for places on the ballot at 5:30 p.m. March 9 
in the Gorgas Tower.  
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García 
announced that the university received 
a $3.9 million federal grant for the 
construction of the Biomedical Research 
Center, awarded by the National Center for 
Research Resources.
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The Brownsville City Commission has 
awarded a $118,500 contract to renovate the 
54-year-old Sams Memorial Swimming Pool 
in Dean Porter Park.
The contract was awarded to Aquatic 
Commercial Solutions Inc. of San Antonio 
during Tuesday’s commission meeting. 
City Manager Charlie Cabler told The 
Collegian via telephone the pool was lifted 
and divided into two pools during the Dean 
Porter Park renovation project in the late 
1990s. 
After the division, the pool experienced 
many drainage problems, forcing city 
officials to close the facility several times for 
renovations. 
“For the last five years, we have done 
minor maintenance on the pool to be able to 
alleviate the leaking of water,” Cabler told 
the commission.  
He also said the city was spending about 
$1,500 per year to maintain the pool. 
“The expense is not the repair, the expense 
is losing the water,” Cabler said. “So, after 
five years or so … maintaining it the way it 
was, was no longer feasible, we had to do a 
repair.”
The pool was closed in summer 2008.
Mayor Pat Ahumada said the decision to 
renovate the pool came after much demand 
from the community. 
Cabler said this is the first time the city will 
invest a larger amount of money in the pool, 
saying past repairs to the facility were funded 
by the park renovation project.
“They invested around $500,000 to 
$600,000 into this facility through grant 
money that was awarded to them around that 
time,” he said.  
The pool will be re-plastered and sealed to 
avoid further leaking. The renovation will be 
paid from the city’s Capital Projects Fund. 
Aside from the pool, the park has a 
children’s playground, a fitness trail and 
picnic pavilions. The Camille Playhouse, 
the Ringgold Civic Pavilion, the Children’s 
Museum and the Costumes of the Americas 
Museum are also located there.
In other business, the commission 
authorized a fourth amendment to the 
Brownsville Multimodal Terminal Project 
construction contract to include a storm 
sewer utility package.
“The installation of this storm sewer line 
will include the replacement of [the] existing 
line that runs along Jefferson from 13th Street 
to the Fort Brown Resaca; the new storm 
sewer pipe will be substantially larger in 
size, thus increasing its capacity,” according 
to a memorandum from Purchasing Director 
Roberto C. Luna Jr. dated Jan. 19.     
The construction firm SpawGlass 
Contractors Inc., of Harlingen, will be paid 
$1,155,570 for the installation of the new 
storm water drainage line. This amount 
brings the total contract award to $1,998,113, 
according to city documents.
The commission also authorized a 
conditional use permit to sell on-premise 
alcohol for Lot 4 of Block 1 of the Omni 
Pavilion Subdivision, located at 1900 N. 
Expressway.
The bar Barrio Antiguo will be the only 
business in the plaza that will sell alcohol.    
Brownsville resident Roberto Uresti 
urged the commission to reconsider the 
authorization.
“I think the city of Brownsville needs 
to consider that we do need jobs, but the 
most important thing is that this is not the 
kind of job opportunities that we need in 
Brownsville,” Uresti said. “We have enough 
cantinas around the place.” 
In other business, the commission 
recognized state Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr., (D-
Brownsville) for his efforts and named Jan. 
20 as “The Texas Senator Eddie Lucio Jr. 
Day” in the city of Brownsville.
“I am honored [and] I am humbled as I 
represent this community in Austin,” Lucio 
said. “I take my job, as you take your job, 
extremely serious, but to have an opportunity 
to partner up with you is just a dream come 
true for me.” 
Lucio is a native of Brownsville and a 
1972 graduate of Pan American University 
with a bachelor’s degree in science. He was 
elected to the Texas Senate in 1990, having 
first served two terms in the Texas House 
of Representatives. In 1971, he began his 
public service career as Cameron County 
treasurer and later as a Cameron County 
commissioner, according to his biography on 
Texas State Senate Web site.
City to renovate Sams Memorial Pool
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Brownsville City Manager Charlie Cabler (left) discusses the contract for the renovation of Sams Memorial Pool 
during Tuesday’s City Commission meeting. Also shown is City Purchasing Director Roberto C. Luna.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
Eduardo Del Rio, interim director of Dual Enrollment, addresses members of the TSC board of trustees on Thursday.
luCiana MoralEs/CollEgian
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February 15, 2010
Application Deadline to complete Student Teaching
Fall 2010
• Applications are available at EDBC 1.102 or on our College 
of Education Web site at coe.utb.edu. Relevant requirements 
are also found on the Web site.
• If you intend to meet all requirements by August 2010, you 
should apply by this deadline.
• Only complete applications will be accepted by 5 p.m. on 
Monday, February 15th. 
• If you need to verify that you meet admission requirements, 
contact the Field Experiences Office at (956) 882-5700.
• You are strongly encouraged to REGISTER EARLY for 
Student Teaching so that your placement can be handled 
before July.
student body. We don’t have that here. Two or 
three of you might be from the same school or 
college or even have the same classification, 
so how is it truly representative of what the 
students want?”
The senate no longer seats Luis Buentello, 
vice president of accounting and finance, who 
resigned before the meeting. Vice President 
of Historical Archives Rosa Law graduated 
after the fall semester. Freshman Senator 
Linda Castro and College of Liberal Arts 
Senator Sandra Esparza also resigned. 
Marquez said the elimination of the clerk 
position would worsen the situation of the 
bare-bones SGA. 
“You guys don’t have to hold office hours, 
so who is giving the information?” Marquez 
asked. “Who is there? Who is answering the 
phone? Who is putting the expense reports 
together and keeping archives? Because you 
guys aren’t doing it.”
The adviser said the proposals account for 
most of the senate’s budget, and the budget 
is provided so that the SGA can achieve its 
tasks throughout the year. Re-directing it to 
scholarships would leave the senate with very 
little resources to do what typical SGAs do. 
“Is it really fair that between two or three 
students you can make these decisions that 
affect 10,000?” Marquez asked. “Seriously, 
do you really feel that’s fair? Because if you 
do, then you have absolutely no idea what 
leadership means, and leadership is what 
has been missing at this table. We don’t have 
any true leaders; we have people who like to 
believe they are, but they’re not. If this is the 
best that this group can come up with, so be 
it.”
Polin believes otherwise, expressing that 
the resolution was a prudent and fair handling 
of resources.
“At the end of the day, students are taxed 
and this is all it is,” Polin said. “We have a 
pretty fat budget, and I think if students knew 
that we got over 30 grand, they would show 
here and probably get a little more involved. 
At the end of the day, I don’t think they will 
show up. So, instead of us deciding for them 
and putting on dumb events, to be blunt, let’s 
return it back to them … so they can buy 
some books.”
After the meeting, Polin reiterated his 
stance on the resolution, comparing it to the 
stimulus packages the federal government 
gave away last year and saying that $11,382 
remained in the budget.
“Personally, I don’t think we should spend 
or receive any money,” he said. “Student 
government shouldn’t have a budget. I 
don’t think that is the purpose of student 
government. I don’t think there is a better way 
to implement it than the way we are doing it. I 
purposely left some money behind, so we can 
do a couple events. The ways that it would be 
implemented, at least from where I’m sitting, 
is no better than in you alls’ hands.”
Earlier in the meeting, Freshman Senator 
Joshua Law questioned the constitutionality 
of the resolutions, asking if they had been 
passed by the Executive Board.
“I don’t mind these [resolutions] being 
here; I just want the correct procedures to 
be followed,” Law said. “I can’t say these 
are eligible for a review for any type of 
new business until that process has been 
followed.”
However, Polin assured they were passed 
by the Executive Board, although its meetings 
are typically run informally. 
Before being passed, Resolution 21 was 
amended as per the suggestions of SGA 
Adviser David Marquez and Law to remove 
the criteria of a set GPA, thus giving all UTB/
TSC students a fair chance at 60 scholarships 
of $250. In order to make the judging process 
more transparent, Marquez suggested faculty 
members judge the essay contest.
“If this SGA is not willing to use the 
resources that it’s allotted so that it can 
complete its mission and this is the best 
way you can serve, then at least open it up 
so everyone can get that money, not just 
those with a 3.0 or 3.5 GPA,” Marquez said. 
“And two, let the judging be done outside of 
this body. Think about inviting a handful of 
professors, maybe one from each school or 
college, so there is equal representation.” 
Law, again, brought up a concern with 
Resolution 21.
“Look around here at these empty seats,” 
he said. “There are good students who want 
to be in them and I feel that by making this 
amendment that we are really denying them 
the right to use these funds to help each other. 
If we were to get more students in here [to] 
use this budget, talk amongst each other, 
argue if they must, I think that this money 
will be used better if we fill these seats and 
allow them to use it.”
Voting in favor of the resolutions were 
Polin, Nathaniel Garcia, vice president of 
public relations; and Hugo Teran, freshman 
senator. Law cast the sole dissenting votes. 
Absent from the meeting were SGA President 
Ruby de la Fuente and Freshman Senators 
David Marks and Noe Garza.
After being the minority in opposing the 
resolution, Law made a motion to amend 
the agenda so special elections could be set 
up at the meeting, but no one seconded the 
motion.
Polin suggested Law create a resolution 
with specific dates so it could be discussed 
during an Executive Board meeting after 
saying, “You know we do everything in 
resolution form, not flying by the seat of our 
pants.”
Freshman Senator Joshua Law speaks about the necessity to conduct special elections in order to fill the vacant senate seats during the Student Government Association 
meeting held Thursday in Salon Gardenia.
Manuel Reyna/Collegian
Representatives from C-SPAN will talk to students 
about the political network at 9 a.m. Friday in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salon.
After the presentation, students will have the 
opportunity to tour the C-SPAN Civics Bus, a 45-
foot mobile multimedia demonstration center that 
brings the world of public affairs to communities 
nationwide. While aboard the bus, students can 
discuss government, media and access C-SPAN’s 
Video Library, a comprehensive searchable archive 
featuring every C-SPAN program since 1987.
The bus will be parked next to the Student Union 
from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Visitors to the Civics Bus can also learn more 
about these free C-SPAN resources: 
• Health Care Hub, a site featuring resources on 
the ongoing health care debate 
• C-SPAN Classroom, an educational service for 
social studies teachers 
• Congressional Chronicle, a tool for monitoring 
and tracking congressional bills and members.
This year marks the bus’ 17th year on the road. 
The C-SPAN Civics Bus and crew travel the country, 
producing programs and promoting civic engagement 
through education.  
C-SPAN, which is celebrating 30 years as 
America’s political network of record, was created 
by America’s cable companies as a public service in 
1979. 
For more information, visit www.c-span.org.
C-SPAN Civics Bus to stop here
CouRtesy Photo
The C-SPAN Civics Bus will be parked next to the Student Union from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Friday.
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de hoy
E s t u d i a n t e
Nombre: Denisse de la Llata
Edad: 21 




Clasificación: Estudiante de 
tercer año
Fecha de graduación: Mayo 
2011
Reconocimientos: Lista de la 
Rectora, Otoño 2007; Lista del 
Decano, Otoño 2009.
Pasatiempos: “Leer y escribir 
historias de ficción”.
Actividades extracurriculares: 
“Voy a la iglesia más que nada y 
estoy pensando en unirme al club 
de filosofía”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Ser 
abogada”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más 
grande? “Tuve una clase en la 
que el maestro era muy serio e 
intimidante. Microeconomía era 
una clase muy difícil pero me 
gustó mucho y cuando obtuve 
una A me puse muy feliz”. 
¿Cómo te ves dentro de 10 
años? “Seré una abogada con 
una maestría en algo interesante 
como psicología criminal”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? 
“Me gusta que la universidad es 
muy bonita y que cuenta con muy 
buenos profesores”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los 
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? 
“Usen una agenda, es muy útil. A 
mí me ayuda a organizarme”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar antes 
de un examen? “Tomen notas 
durante las clases y poco antes 
del examen vuelvan a escribirlas 
para que las tengan más frescas 
en su memoria”.
Anécdota: “[Una vez] me 
entrevistaron para el canal 5 sobre 
la vacuna H1N1. El muchacho 
me preguntó si yo me la pondría 
y yo le [respondí]: ‘No, porque 
yo nunca me enfermo’. La verdad 
es que ya había contraído gripe la 
semana anterior y cuando [mis 
amigos] vieron eso en la televisión 
se rieron y dijeron, ‘¿Cómo 
que no te enfermas si la semana 
pasada no viniste a la escuela 
porque estabas enferma?’—eso 
fue chistoso”.
 
--Recopilado por Luciana Morales
Una multitud de estudiantes 
y maestros de quinto grado 
ovacionaron a José Hernández 
el 16 de enero en el Salón de 
Conferencias de SET-B.
“Soy un astronauta y acabo de 
regresar del espacio; estuve 14 
días entre agosto y septiembre 
en el espacio exterior”, dijo 
Hernández, cuya visita al campus 
fue la atracción principal del Día 
de la Ciencia Espacial NASA que 
se celebró en UTB/TSC.
Cerca de 760 estudiantes 
y miembros de la comunidad 
acudieron a sus tres presentaciones 
el 15 y 16 de enero, dijo Javier 
García, director del Programa de 
Ingeniería, Matemáticas y Ciencia 
en South Texas (STEMS, por sus 
siglas en inglés), que organizó el 
evento por séptimo año.
“El astronauta Hernández 
es un gran ejemplo para todos 
los latinos que aspiran a seguir 
carreras en ingeniería y ciencia”, 
dijo García.
Hernández inició su 
presentación recordando sus 
humildes orígenes: Iba a la 
escuela de lunes a viernes y los 
fines de semana ayudaba a sus 
padres, quienes eran trabajadores 
migratorios.
“Mis padres eran de Michoacán 
y yo nací en los Estados Unidos 
pero eso no evita que yo sea un 
mexicano”, dijo Hernández, 
quien ocasionalmente se dirigió 
al público en español.
“Estoy muy orgulloso de 
nuestra herencia cultural,” 
manifestó. “Es muy importante 
que no olvidemos nuestro 
patrimonio, que no olvidemos 
el español. Es grandioso poder 
hablar en dos idiomas”.
Poco después, Hernández, 
quien es ingeniero de vuelos y 
experto en robótica, presentó 
un video que mostraba lo que 
él y otros tripulantes de la nave 
espacial Discovery hicieron 
durante su misión a la Estación 
Espacial Internacional. 
“Se necesita solamente 8.5 
minutos para llegar al espacio”, 
indicó Hernández. “Viajamos 
alrededor de la Tierra 217 veces 
durante 14 días y cada 25 minutos 
podíamos ver una salida o una 
puesta de sol”.
Sin embargo, para poder viajar 
540 millones de millas en el 
espacio exterior, Hernández tuvo 
que superar muchos obstáculos. 
“La llave para una vida 
mejor es la educación y la 
perseverancia”, dijo. “Me 
tomó 12 años convertirme en 
astronauta. Postulé por 12 años 
seguidos. Estuve postulando y 
postulando”. 
El astronauta alentó a niños 
y jóvenes a estudiar una carrera 
universitaria en lugar de buscar 
trabajo después de graduarse de 
la preparatoria. 
“No vayan por la fruta que está 
al alcance cuando hay tanta fruta 
allá afuera”, añadió. “Esperen 
a conseguir una escalera. Su 
educación será su escalera”.
En una entrevista con El 
Collegian, Hernández  dijo que 
espera tener la oportunidad de 
ser asignado a otra misión en un 
futuro cercano.
Julio Paez, estudiante de quinto 
grado de la Escuela Primaria 
Ortiz en Brownsville, preguntó 
al astronauta cómo se originó el 
gran punto rojo en Júpiter. 
“Creo que es una nube, es como 
un huracán gigante”, respondió 
Hernández. “Ojalá algún día 
vayas allí, averigües y me cuentes 
sobre eso”. 
Paez dijo que la conferencia 
estuvo muy buena.
José Esparza, maestro de 
la Escuela para el Éxito Raúl 
Yzaguirre en Brownsville, trajo a 
16 alumnos. 
“Cada año registramos y 
traemos a nuestros estudiantes a 
todas las actividades de ciencia 
que se realizan en el campus de 
UTB/TSC”, dijo Esparza.
El evento también incluyó 
visitas al salón de exhibición de la 
NASA, dos planetarios portátiles 
y más de 20 actividades prácticas 
relacionadas al tema de este 
año, “Tierra, Luna, Marte y Más 
Allá”.
Alrededor de 482 estudiantes 
de 21 escuelas provenientes de 11 
distritos escolares en el Valle del 
Río Grande  concurrieron. 
“Hemos recibido respuestas 
positivas de varias escuelas”, 
dijo García. “Están muy 
entusiasmados por acompañarnos 
el próximo año”.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian Photos
Por Luciana Morales 
Reportera
Juegos de guerra
Estudiantes de UTB/TSC 
participan en el torneo 
de “Call of Duty: Modern 
Warfare 4”, mejor conocido 
como COD4, realizado 
el viernes en La Sala del 
edificio Unión Estudiantil. 
El torneo fue patrocinado 
por el departamento de 
Vida Estudiantil (Student 
Life).
Astronauta a estudiantes: Apunten a las estrellas
luCiana MoralEs/CollEgian
luCiana MoralEs/CollEgian
El astronauta José Hernández, 47, animó a niños y jóvenes a seguir una carrera universitaria el 16 de enero en el Salón de Conferencias 
de SET-B. ““La llave para una vida mejor es la educación”, dijo.
Los estudiantes de primer año Rudy Sainz (izq.) y Víctor Rodríguez 
compiten contra el equipo conformado por Robert Herrera y Jorge 
Vásquez, estudiantes de segundo y tercer año respectivamente. 
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must adhere to House Concurrent Resolution 288, which calls for 
increasing tuition and fees no more than $9.33 per semester credit 
hour. The resolution was passed in an effort to slow the rising costs 
of tuition and fees and help students obtain a higher education that 
is affordable. The total aggregate increase allowed is $280 per 
year, according to the University of Texas System’s principles and 
guidelines.
The recommendations meet that criteria but Lewis said changes 
have been made.
“Basically, they canceled some things,” he said. “There are 
some of the incidental fees they didn’t go for and then they kept 
the medical services fee in there. So, anything else we just rounded 
down into the designated tuition number.”
The proposal called for the consolidation of two existing fees--the 
computer access fee and the automation fee--and then proposed an 
increase of that fee by $1, according to a Nov. 10 draft of all tuition 
and fee proposals. However, the technology fee proposal is not in 
the final recommendation to the president, and Lewis said he does 
not anticipate any changes will be made to the recommendations, 
but added that they are still under review. 
Lewis said that if a department did not get an approval of a fee 
request, it does not mean there will be any “potential” changes in 
its budget process.
“I’m going to guess that our budget process for next year is going 
to be a little tight,” Lewis said. “Right now, we are going through 
exercises on those committees on how to contain costs. So, I don’t 
know that we are looking to expand the budget this year as we start 
on the budget process, which is coming up in the next couple of 
months.”
Graduate students will not see an increase in differential tuition, 
however officials have recommended to increase the advising fee 
by $10, according to Lewis.
Tuition and fees are subject to change if García decides otherwise, 
but Lewis said he does not think the figures will deviate from the 
recommendations given.
UTB/TSC officials have until Friday to submit the final tuition 
and fee proposals to the UT System Office of Academic Affairs. 
The proposals will then be reviewed and given preliminary 
approval by the executive vice chancellor for Academic Affairs by 
February and then presented to the UT System board of regents at 
its meeting in March.
Fee
Continued from Page 1
Larry Sager, dean of the University of Texas at Austin 
School of Law, addresses students Jan. 20 in the 
Gorgas Hall boardroom. Sager spoke about the 
famous law school and its admissions process.
Touting
a career in law
Luciana MoraLes/coLLegian
Total Estimated Academic Cost




If the UTB/TSC sport teams were the Beatles, then the golf 
teams would most certainly be Pete Best. 
The forgotten “fifth Beatle” had all the talent, charisma 
and looks of your Lennon, McCartney, Harrison and Starr, 
but without the press, attention and exposure, all the talent 
was forgotten, and he was resigned to the pages of history. 
This mirrors both our men’s and women’s teams in the fact 
that while they do not receive the attention that some of our 
other teams enjoy, they are certainly just as talented and as 
successful as your soccer, volleyball or baseball teams.
The golf season does not return from its winter break until 
late February, but the form of the players from the fall certainly 
gives the men’s team a lot to look forward to in the New Year. 
In the fall, the Scorpions did not finish lower than sixth place, 
winning the first tournament of the year in September at the 
Bulldog Invitational in Seguin. 
“We did very well [in the fall],” Head Coach Bob Lucio 
said. “I had a couple of guys really shine. Brock Crosson, 
senior from Alberta, [Canada], is right around par for the year, 
so he’s doing extremely well. We’ve also had four or five 
young men really step up, so we’re really looking forward to 
the spring.”
Lucio also said that the opportunity to do well this semester 
has not been greater for a long time and that can be attributed 
to such a high and consistent standard of play from his team.
“We did so well that our expectations are a lot higher 
than they have been in the last three years,” he said. “We 
have a great schedule [this spring]; we’re hosting our own 
tournament at South Padre Island’s golf club with every team 
in our conference coming down, which has never happened 
before. We’re really looking forward to that, as we’ve never 
been able to play them on our own turf.”
The individual performance of the team has been 
superb, with many players challenging for medalist honors. 
Sophomore business major Vince Cavazos was another who 
impressed in the backend of 2009, but was keen to emphasize 
the team ethic of the group rather than personal achievement 
in what is essentially an individual sport.
“We did really well, and were ranked No. 2 in the nation, 
according to GolfStat for a couple of months, because of our 
strong play at the beginning of the season,” Cavazos said. 
“Everyone in the team is contributing and playing really 
well.”
He is keen that the team not rest on its laurels, though, and 
has an idea of what the men’s golf team should be aiming for 
this spring.
“The expectations for next semester are to continue our 
strong play, give a good showing in conference and to go to 
the national tournament,” Cavazos said. “We are confident 
and expect to win.”
The women’s team, meanwhile, has been in a process of 
restructuring this past year with a young and talented squad 
that includes no seniors, but has still enjoyed success with two 
fourth-place finishes.
“We have a very young and inexperienced squad but I’m 
working them hard,” Lucio said. “We had our problems last 
fall, losing one of our best players to academics, but I think we 
have three players who will be the foundation of the women’s 
program for the next three years so we’re still going to go out 
there and see how we can do in the spring.”
The Scorpion women themselves are expecting 2010 to 
hold more success for the team, and Captain Andrea Cadriel 
has been happy with the progress of the team in the fall. 
“Our team is young and we are in the process of rebuilding,” 
Cadriel said. “The women’s golf program has developed a 
great team collectiveness, which has contributed immensely 
to our practices and tournament mentality.” 
The captain is also hoping for another positive semester full 
of more improvement, which will only be possible with a lot 
more hours spent on the course honing their skills.
“Coach Lucio and [Graduate Assistant Anthony] Lopez 
have the capabilities to take this team to the next level, and 
all of us are dedicated to doing whatever it takes to play 
exceptionally well this semester,” Cadriel said.
By Chris Scott
Sports Editor
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Nickname: “It’s ‘El Brody.’ I kind of self-proclaimed my-
self that because of Jorge Campos, a famous goalkeeper from 
Mexico. But it caught on and now people actually call me it!
Favorite soccer team: “Well, me being close to Mexico, 
I’ve always watched the Mexican league and my team has 
always been Club America.”
Strengths: “I believe my strength is just my strive to suc-
ceed. I want to succeed so I try my best in everything I do.”
Weaknesses: “What are those? I’m just joking; I’d have to 
say that there are many areas where I could improve.”
Heroes: “My heroes would have to be my parents, just be-
cause I watch them work really hard every day for me, my 
brother and sister.”
Highlights: “My highlights have been just being able to be 
part of this great university and team. Who would’ve thought 
we’d still be undefeated in conference after three seasons?” 
Lowlights: “Well, losing is never fun, but it’s a part of the 
game. So we try to take each loss as something we can learn 
from. I know I’ve learned a lot; don’t always dive to the same 
side on penalty kicks!”
Toughest opponent: “This year I enjoyed playing OLLU; 
they were physical and talked a lot of trash, so it felt great 
when we beat them at the conference tournament for the 
championship.”
Biggest influence: “My biggest influence in how I play has 
been Jorge Campos [the third most capped Mexican player of 
all time]. I would always watch his games. I loved watching 
him get subbed onto the field as a forward after starting the 
game as a goalkeeper. He was really good, and that’s who I 
want to be like in a soccer sense.”
Best teammate: “All the players I’ve played with over the 
years have been great, I couldn’t just pick one out of the hun-
dreds I’ve gotten a chance to play with.”
Biggest practical joker: “We all enjoy a practical joke now 
and then. I’m not sure if there’s one that sticks out from the 
team. [Juan] Nava is pretty high up there on the list. But we all 
like messing around and having fun.”
Tunes: “I usually listen to anything. I’m not too into rock 
music, but occasionally a song comes out that I enjoy listen-
ing to.”
Wheels: “Right now, I’m driving a 2003 black [Dodge] 
Ram 1500. It’s my first car, so I love it!”
Chicks: “--No comment. I’ve just started a relationship and 
don’t want to get busted!”
Flicks: “I’ve seen a lot of good movies, but my favorite of 
all time is ‘Big Green.’ I know, probably no one’s heard of it, 
but it’s about some kids that play soccer. I really enjoy watch-
ing that movie.”
TV programs: “I usually watch anything having to do with 
sports. Although, some “Jersey Shore” occasionally isn’t too 
bad either!”
Best advice given: “It’s just been my parents always sup-
porting me, and wanting me to do good with my life.”
Most embarrassing moment: “Well, the other day I was 
with Brian [Hardie] in the [Scorpion] Cafe, and when I was 
going to sit down, my chair fell back and I went all the way 
to the floor. The good thing was that no one saw except for 
Brian!”
If I could play alongside any player … “It would just be 
my dream to know that I’m able to play alongside professional 
soccer players. If I ever get the chance! Hopefully, I do!”
In five years’ time: “In my dream world, I’ll be playing 
professional soccer somewhere. But if that doesn’t work out, 
I’ll be teaching and coaching soccer at some high school.” 
--Compiled by Sports Editor Chris Scott
With the NAIA baseball 
season now under way, big 
things are expected of the UTB/
TSC Baseball Team in 2010 after 
their exploits from last year.
The Scorpions, who finished 
the 2009 season with a 28-31 
record, have improved on their 
squad from years gone by with 
new recruits adding to this young and experienced side to 
give the Scorpions far more strength in depth to work with 
than ever before. This new pool of talent makes for more 
competition for places, which is sure to bring the best out of 
an ever-improving squad. Also, with Coach Bryan Aughney 
now having more experience in the dugout with his first year 
in charge firmly behind him, this current crop of players 
cannot fail but go from strength to strength and we may have 
yet another team reaching the national playoffs this semester.
Before they enter the hustle and bustle of the new season, 
the Scorpions will get to meet up with a few old faces at 
Saturday’s Alumni game. The Alumni match is supposed to 
be a bit of fun, a chance for the UTB/TSC crowd to reminisce 
about players gone by, and also give the old guard that thrill of 
playing at Scorpion Field for one last time. 
However, with sportsmen, especially here at UTB/TSC, it 
doesn’t matter if it’s a high school buddy, an old teammate 
or someone you have known for your entire life; the smiles 
stop after the play starts and it’s all business from thereon 
in. No matter what the result against Wayland Baptist, the 
Scorpions will be keen to put on a show for the Scorpion 
Field crowd and also show the old boys just what they can do. 
This game will provide a good strong test for the Scorpions 
with all the experience and ability the Alumni team will hold 
and will certainly help put the Scorpions in good stead for the 
upcoming season, a season that, hopefully, leads to success.
Golf season opener
The Scorpions will start their season with the Sen. Eddie 
Lucio Invitational on Feb. 22 at the South Padre Island Golf 
Club in Laguna Vista. 
Alumni game
The Scorpion Alumni game is scheduled at 1 p.m. 
Saturday at Scorpion Field.
Intramural Basketball
Registration for the basketball intramural league is 
now open. The deadline to register is Feb. 3. The league 
begins the week of Feb. 8, with men’s, women’s and 
co-recreation options available. To register your team 
or become a free agent (you need a team), contact the 
Campus Recreation Department at 882-5967 or visit its 
Web site: www.campusrecreation.utb.edu.
--Compiled by Sports Editor Chris Scott
Scorpion golfer Andrea Cadriel takes a swing during last season.
Collegian File Photo
A view from the sidelines
Old friends, new foes
By Chris Scott
Sports Editor
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